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| Whitehorse got its first eS aon in life in 1898:as a result 
of the gold rush in the Yukon in the Dawson area, It lies on the Yukon 
River. just below the Whitehorse Rapids. When the thousands. who 
struggled over the passes of the coastal feels and along the Upper 
Yukon reached Whitehorse the ay bf their problems were‘over and 
__ they, could drift safely and pleasantly down the river. to. the Klondike, 
The construction of the White Pass and Yukon Railway. from Skagway 
on the Pacific Ocean to Whitehoree was completed in 1900... From: 


_, Whitehorse: paddle: wheel oomere Carried passengers and freight 
Bets other parts of the Yukon and especially to Davison City where a: 
' community of 30,000 people flourished i in oS carly. part of. the ~ 
century, making it the fourth largest city | in Canada west of Ontario, 
With the decline of the mere sone Whitehorse dwindled 
| toa small settlement of 350 bors emaet centre for the distribution: : 
of goods. to, the few-who vara nee in the territory. 

: Whitehorse owes its ch Raepa they oll eh tance to the.Second - An 
World War, An airfield was built as an important link in the 
Northwest Staging Route for har ahead of aircrait to Alaska and 

, Russia, and the Alaska Highway Me Caetel “spent lines were: 
pushed through from ha aeehie Creek to Fairbanks by way, of.. White- ok 


horse, where the Canol oil meliery was built making it the centre 
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of the Canol pipelines. Much of this activity ceased at the end of the 
war but Whitehorse remained an important centre for transport and 
, communications , Ringe talalac) at on the. other AE had been by-passed 
by ee Scinic and the deetrics to move the ca epital of the Yukon 
Territory y from Dawson a Whitehorse was eee The move was 
pe in March EES | | | 
The City of Whitehorse hee 2, ‘poptlation ¢ of approx. ae 
ay 000 and Soren phergend copies by army and « air Soe oe personnel, 
adds an 1 additional oe 000 to the area, The first-class oir pest is 
equipped with radio ape Gh ane meteorological stations and is used by 
air lines BEES Beatie Vancouver, Eamonton, aes Pairbapes as well 


as by, the Bee ic ASE . cls at has hotels, Danke, a hospital, general 


ae specialty stores ,» the Whitehorse Star ( a weekly newspaper), Church 


a tae Bie. 


oe Hered bets ao ype Catholic bey public ne big? schools and 
a Sihge ee Catholic separate school. 

A fine government se BecOmmOcates the Territorial 
Administration and Bence a} Goyernme nt agencies. The » headquarters 
of the R. rs M. Pa for the Yukon, the Pima A of the Northw ame 
Highway System, the ANE unit responsible for the pacantenauce of 
| the isa Highwa ay, and the ORC ce aaithe Mining Recorder for the 

Whitelioxaa District are nigh located in the city, Whitehorse is an 
important outfitting o centre for r big come eat parties, A motor 


road provides a access to *he famous Whitehorse Rapids a and Miles Canyon, 


-3- 


The City of Whitehorse is governed by an elected council 
of a mayor and four councillors, In order to provide more room for 
housing, a new townsite is being developed on the east bank of the 
Yukon River and a steel bridge is being built across the river between 
the two areas, It is also proposed to construct a 120-bed hospital 
on the east bank of the Yukon River. 

Matters of special interest in the town are the old log 
cathedral of the Anglican church, the log cabin of Sam McGee, a 
small museum and the paddle wheelers now berthed on the banks 


of the Yukon River and no longer in service, 
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